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HEREWITH FULL TEXT OE EDITORIAL IN LOS ANGELES TIMES. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION DOES NOT REALLY EXPECT ANY 
MAJOR BREAKTHROUGHS TO RESULT FROM TODAY'S MEETING IN 
GENEVA BETWEEN SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE AND FOREIGN 
MINISTER GROMYKO. BUT THE AMERICAN SIDE WILL BE LOOKING 
FOR SIGNS THAT THE RUSSIANS ARE EINALLY READY TO BEGIN 
SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS FOR A NEW STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION 
AGREEMENT. 

THE VANCE-GROMYKO GET-TOGETHER WILL BE THE FIRST HIGH-LEVEL 
DISCUSSION OE ARMS CONTROL SINCE SOVIET LEADER LEONID 
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BREZHNEV BRUSQUELY REFUSED EVEN TO DISCUSS EITHER OF 
TWO PORPOSALS PRESENTED BY VANCE IN HIS VISIT TO MOSCOW IN 
MARCH. 

ONE PROPOSAL, EMBODYING PRESIDENT CARTER'S DESIRE THAT THE 
GREAT POWERS ACTUALLY BEGIN REDUCING THEIR NUCLEAR 
ARSENALS, WOULD HAVE LIMITED EACH SIDE TO 1800 OR SO 
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STRATEGIC BOMBERS AND MISSILES, AND PLACED STRICT 
LIMITATIONS ON THE TESTING AND DEPLOYMENT OE NEW WEAPON 
SYSTEMS. 

THE ALTERNATIVE, FALLBACK OEFER WAS TO CONCLUDE A PACT 
BASED ON THE 1974 VLADIVOSTOK AGREEMENT-IN-PRINCIPLE, 

WHICH WOULD IMPOSE A GENEROUS CEILING OF 2,400 STRATEGIC 
NUCLEAR VEHICLES ON EACH SIDE, LEAVING STICKIER ISSUES 
TO FUTURE NEGOTIATION. 

BOTH PROPOSALS WERE REJECTED SUMMARILY. THE RUSSIANS WERE 
CAREFUL TO LEAVE THE DOOR OPEN FOR A RENEWAL OE TALKS, 

BUT IT HAS REMAINED UNCLEAR EVER SINCE WHETHER THEY ARE 
SERIOUSLY INTERESTED IN AN EQUITABLE AGREEMENT. 

VANCE HAS RECENTLY BEEN IN CONTACT WITH ANATOLY F. 
DOBRYNIN, THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON, BUT THE 
IMPRESSION IS THAT THE KREMLIN HAS NO INTENTION OF MAKING 
NEW PROPOSALS OP ITS OWN AT THIS TIME. INSTEAD, IT 
SEEMS TO BE DEPENDING ON THE UNITED STATES TO SWEETEN 
ITS PACKAGE WITH CONCESSIONS. 

ADMINSTRATION OFPICIALS INSIST THAT THEY HAVE NO INTENTION 
OF NEGOTIATING WITH THEMSELVES TO PRODUCE CONCESSIONS 
WITHOUT ANY COMPARABLE GIVE ON THE SOVIET SIDE. BUT 
THEY ARE RECONCILED TO THE PROBABILITY THAT AN ACCORD 
ACTUALLY REDUCING STRATEGIC ARMS CANNOT BE WORKED OUT 
BEPORE OCT. 10, WHEN THE EXISTING TEMPORARY AGREEMENT 
EXPIRES. 
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WASHINGTON DOES HOPE THAT THE RUSSIANS CAN BE PERSUADED 
TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT RATIFYING THE VLADIVOSTOK ACCORD, 
BUT COMMITTING THE TWO BIG POWERS TO SALT III NEGOTIATIONS 
TACKLING THE ISSUES RAISED IN THE COMPREHENSIVE ARMS- 
REDUCTION PACKAGE OPFERED BY THE UNITED STATES IN MARCH. 

IT COULD TURN OUT, THOUGH, THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS STILL 
UNWILLING TO GO EVEN THAT PAR. IP SO, THE SITUATION CAN 
BE CONTAINED POR AWHILE THROUGH A SIMPLE EXTENSION OP 
THE 1972 INTERIM AGREEMENT. 

HOWEVER, IF THE RUSSIANS INSIST ON CONTINUING TO INCREASE 
THE SIZE AND EPFECTIVENESS OF THEIR PORCES WHILE PENDING 
OFP PROPOSED RESTRAINTS EQUITABLE TO BOTH SIDES, THIS 
COUNTRY WILL HAVE NO ULTIMATE CHOICE BUT TO DO WHATEVER 
IS NECESSARY TO PREVENT THEM PROM GAINING AN ADVANTAGE. 

THE SENSIBLE POINT THAT THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION IS TRYING 
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TO MAKE IS THAT BOTH COUNTRIES WILL BE FAR BETTER OFF, 

ECONOMICALLY AND IN TERMS OE TRUE NATIONAL SECURITY, IF A 
BALANCE CAN BE STRUCK AT A LOWER RATHER THAN A HIGHER 
LEVEL OF NUCLEAR WEAPONRY. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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